BUILDING THE MAJOR SCALE

Remember the keyboard? The one we used to introduce the %z step exercise
and the chromatic scale.

A step is made up of any two keys side by
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side. A whole step is made up of two (2)

half steps. Use this symbol, “/\“,to represent aAls|c|o|E|F|lc|a e

Y2 steps, and use this symbol, m “, to represent whole steps.

There are 12 Major scales also known as “Keys.” And they are very important.
The Major Scales are the building blocks of all Western music. That is because
they have a strong melodic characteristic with a strong tonality. In other words,
within the key, one note, and one note only, is the tone of rest or completion. We
will talk about that more later. But, right now, let’s build a major scale.

A major scale is made up of two major tetrachords. You recall from your
extensive study of the Greek language that the word “Tetra” means “four.” You
will hear the word “Tetra” a lot when you take high school chemistry. A major

tetrachord is a

four note scal‘e: m m
1 2 3

C D E F

A “one octave” (8 notes) Major scale is made

up of Two Major Tetrachords
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BUILDING THE MAJOR SCALE — page 2

So, the 1 octave major scale would look like this:

12 34 5 6 7 8

Now we are going to build 3 major scales. The first thing you always do when
you build a scale is draw out your scale alphabet first. Let's start with C to C.
Draw your whole-step and half-step symbols over the scale note numbers:

1 2 3 4 ) 6 7 8

C C

Now, draw your whole-step and half-step symbols over the scale note letters
above. Are the Whole-Step symbols (semi-circles) over 1-2(C-D), 2-3(D-E),
4-5(F-G), 5-6(G-A), & 6-7(A-B)? And are the Half-Step symbols over the
3-4(E-F) and the 7-8(B-C)?

Notice, now, that when you compare the scale to the piano keyboard, there are
naturally occurring z steps between E — F, and B — C.

The “C” major scale:

N NNV VYN

Al Bl
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BUILDING THE MAJOR SCALE - page 3

The next major scale we are going to build is the “F” Major Scale. Remember,
the first thing you always do when you build a scale is draw out your scale
alphabet first. Here is F to F. Notice that we begin and end with the same letter
of the musical alphabet.

Draw your whole-step and half-step symbols over the scale note numbers:

1 2 3 4 2 6 7 8

- 2

Now, draw your whole-step and half-step symbols over the scale note names:
Are the Whole-Step symbols (semi-circles) over 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 5-6, & 6-7 ? And
are the Half-Step symbols over the 3-4 and the 7-8 ? But the 2 step symbol is
over A—-B. And A — B is a whole step??? How are you going to fix that?

That's right! You are going to make the “B” a “Bl’ . That gives you a % step
AND you also now have the whole step between Bb - C.

When you compare the scale to the piano keyboard, you see why the flat is
there. This is the F Major scale.

The “F” major scale:

N NN NV VAN

iadted!

We don't call it the B b Major Scale. We call it the F Major Scale. The B has to
be flat so we have the right number of whole steps and % steps to make it an “F”
Major Scale.
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The next major scale we are going to build is the “A” Major Scale. Remember,
the first thing you always do when you build a scale is draw out your scale
alphabet first. Here is A to A. Notice that we begin and end with the same letter
of the musical alphabet.

Draw your whole-step and half-step symbols over the scale note numbers:

1 2 3 4 2 6 / 8

A A

Draw your whole-step and half-step symbols over the scale note names:

Are the Whole-Step symbols (semi-circles) over 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 5-6, & 6-7 ? And
are the Half-Step symbols over the 3-4 and the 7-8 ? But the whole step
symbol is over B — C and the "2 step symbol is over C — D. How are you
going to fix that?

That’s right! You are going to make the “C" a ‘C # That gives you a Y2 step to
D, and you also now have the whole step between B - C# . You notice also that
you need to aqd F i and G |

When you compare the scale to the piano keyboard, you see why the sharps are
there. This is the A Major scale.

Y YV ONYY

A | B C D E F G &

|

We have 3 sharps in the A Major Scale: F# , C# and G# . We don'’t call this the
F#,orthe C# ,oreventhe G# Major Scale. We call it the A Major Scale.
The F, the C, and the G must be sharp, so we have the right number of whole
steps and 7% steps to make it an “A” Major Scale.
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